2022-2023 Harvard/University of Global Health Equity
Mathematical Modeling for Infectious Disease Planning
Drafting pieces of the policy brief

Time: 2 hours

The goal of this activity is to draft the sections of your policy brief ahead of formatting the content into a brief.

What is your overall purpose?

1. Who is your target audience? Why do/should they care? How much do they already know about the issue? Do they have existing interest in the issue? What questions do they need answered? What information will they want to motivate change? What is the most effective way to communicate this information? What barriers might they present to change? What will be their concerns?

2. What are your key recommendations and the evidence to support these recommendations. Tailor the recommendations to your audience.
· Recommendation 1: <<Brief, direct recommendation, with supporting evidence.>>
· Recommendation 2: <<Brief, direct recommendation, with supporting evidence.>>
· Recommendation 3: <<Brief, direct recommendation, with supporting evidence.>>

Drafting content:
1. Title. Brief and catchy, conveys the point of the brief. Less than 12 words.
2. Summary. Usually at the beginning of the brief. However, you may want to draft this last. Summarize: Key problem trying to address, Primary finding (“we found that…”), Primary recommendations. Ideally <200 words
3. Introduction. High-level summary of context, Needs to frame your recommendations in the context of a problem, but Cannot be a deep dive of all issues Ideally <200 words
4. Methods (if needed) without too much detail, explain who you got to your results/recommendations. Can provide an appendix, but do not create this now. Methods should be less than 100 words.
5. Results. Key findings from your work, presented objectively. Ideally less than 200 words. If you are providing figures or tables, then put these at the end.
6. Recommendations. Brief bullet points. Can pull from above.
7. References. Up to 4 references, but with short citations.
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Tables, figures, images. Identify up to four tables, figures, images for your brief. Note, these must be standalone (ie, clear enough titles and legends that they can be interpreted without additional information.
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